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Ax Title to this Pſalm t Ils us, it is a Prayer 
Ys "Moſes the Man of GOD Tt is thought to 
have been made after the People of Iſrael had 
L highly offended him in the Wilderneſs, in 
many Inſtances; and more particularly by their ay 
muring at the Report the Spies made of the | 5 
Land: Upon which Provocation G 0D. immediate 
threatened” that they ſhould all periſh in the Deſart, 
and none of them ſhould enter into the promis d Reſt; 
Caleb and Yoſhua only excepted, It ſeems to, e 
devout Meditation upon the Afflictions they ſuffered, 
as the Effects of their Diſobedience; more eſpecially up- 
on this parti lar Jud ment of Gop's cutting "the 
Lives hort in the Wilderneſs, that they mighe n 
enter ito the Land 'of Canaan, From þgjee MH 
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takes occaſion to refle& upon the Shortneſs and Frailty 
of human Life in general ; and prays that G o would 


touch his People with a true Senſe of his Judgments, 


that they might not for the future offend him ; but 
might have a juſt Regard to the Shortneſs, and Uncer- 
tainty of Life, and wiſely apply themſelves to make 
the beſt Uſe of that Conſideration, © | 


Frailty, and Uncertainty equally apparent; Mens Of- 


fences againſt Go p are full as high, and their Incon- 
fiderateneſs of their latter End as great as in Moſes's 
Time: Therefore the general Senſe of the Prayer is 
equally applicable to us; Lord, fo teach us ta number aur 
days, that we may apply aur bearts unto wiſdom. 
| In which Words we pray to Gop to incline our 
Hearts ſeriouſly to reflect upon, and confider the Short- 
neſs and Uncertainty of this Life, and the endleſs Du- 
ration that is to come afterwards ; that from thence 
we may make a right Judgment, of our own State and 
Condition, truly eRimate ce Value of Things, and pro- 
N our Concern for them, according to their real 
Worth, as they affect our Happineſs upon the Whole. 


Ix is a Matter of the Taft Moment to us, to have 
à right Judgment of Ourſelves ; to know what fort of 
Beings we are ; how long our Exiſtence is to continue ; 
and the different Importance of the different Stages of 
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it. Our Happineſs and Miſery depend upon our Actions, 
and they are directed by our judgment: A Miſtake in 


the firſt Principle will affect all that follows; our Pra- 


ctice will be wrong, and evil will be the Conſequence 
to us, in proportion to the Importance of the firſt 
Error. 


TOO many regard this World, as the whole of their 
Being ; they have no Thought of any thing beyond the 
Grave. They ſay to Corruption, thou art my Father, 
to the Worm, thou art my Mother and my Siſter. Agree- 
able to this falſe Judgment, their Behaviour is regulated 
with a View to this Life only ; all their Cares, Hopes, 


and Fears, are wound up in it. Here their Treaſure is, 


and here their Heart is alſo. The Wiſdom of num- 
bering our Days aright, rectifies the Judgment in this 
Particular ; it informs us of another Life after this ; a 
Life of endleſs Duration, And this Conſideration leads 


us to a different Practice; it teaches us to meaſure our 


Actions by a different Rule, not as they regard this Life 


alone, but as they will influence our Happineſs or Mi- 


ſery, in that which is to come, 


' OrTn ERS, perhaps, do now and then by Chance, 


caſt a faint Look towards a future State; but their 
Judgment is already prejudic d. This Life is ſtreteh d 
to too large a Compaſs, the nent is ſet by the Imagi- 
nation, at a Diſtance too great to make a forcible Im- 


Preſſion upon the Mind, like Objects ſeen through a 


B 2 Proſpective 
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Proſpective Glaſs inverted ; they are carried by that 
means, in Appearance, beyond their true Place, and 
ſo make a weaker, leſs ſenſible Image in the Eye. 
A ſerious Conſideration of the Shortneſs of human Life, 
will help to correct this Error. It will contract the 
imaginary Length, and confine the Proſpect of th 
ſhort Span of Life, within it's own little Dimenſions. 
It will convince us, that the whole of Good or Bad, 
that can befal us in ſo narrow a Compaſs, is of no 
great Moment, is indeed of very little Value, -if any 
at all, compared with that” everlaſting State of Hap- 

ineſs or Miſery, which is to ſucceed it. And there- 
fore that our Concern for that future State, ſhould be 
proportionable to it's vaſt Importance. 


Nox will this Reflexion only help us to a right 
Judgment of our State and Condition in general; upon 
which: abſolutely depends our chief Happineſs : It will 
moreover be of great Uſe to us, in overcoming the ſe- 
veral Temptations which are ſo many Obſtructions to 
it. All that-ts in the World, the Luft of the Pleſh, the 
Luft of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, is not of the Fa- 
ther, but is of the World. From theſe ariſe the ſtrongeſt 
"Temptations that beſet us; and the numbering our Days 
. aright, will furniſh us with wy powerful Antidotes a- 
gainſt each of them. Particularly, e 
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. IT will moderate Mens eager Deſires, = inor- 
Eye. dinate Purſuit after Riches ; which St Jobn terms the 
Uife, Luft of the Eyes. For theſe they riſe up early, and late 
the take their Reſt, and eat the Bread of Car ineſs far 
this bee no Pains and Toils are too grievous to undergo; 
ons. no Dangers too perilous to run; for: theſe they forteit 
ad, their Health, and too often wound their Conſciences; 
and all the while totally neglect the better Part, and 


no 
any forget the one thing — 5 And what does this tedi- 
ap- ous Anxiety, this unwearied Solicitude bring? Riches. 


re- But does it give a willing Diſpaſition to ule them to 
be good Purpoſes? Is it not frequently attended with an 
* Indiſpoſition to uſe them at all? Does not the inceſ- 

ſant Thought, and long Labour employ'd in getting, 
ht indear them more to the Mind, and induce: a more un- 
eaſy unwillingneſs to part with them ? Are not Men by 


on 

itl this, more attach'd to this Life, when it is time for 
ſe- them to be moſt weaned from it 2 and become moſ# in 
to love with the World, when they can leaſt enjoy, and 
he are. juſt going to leave it. Every one, but the worldly 
7M minded Man, will ſee the Abſurdity of this. The Wil- 
ſt dom - of numbering our Days aright, will divert us 


yS from this eager Purſuit after bat, which is gained 
with long Labour, poſſeſſed with great Uncertainty, en- 
joy d frequently not at all, and at moſt but a very little 
time. It leads our Thoughts to Poſſeſſions more du- 
reve; and, with a — Concern for the 9 
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of this Life, intermixes a conſtant Regard, a more di 
lgent Care, after 4 better. | 


II. Ir fuggeſts beſides a Method of emplo 
ing the 22 have 3 for ſince py 
Uſe of them in this World is ſo uncertain and tranfi- 
tory, ſhould we not ſtrive: to place them out to better 
Purpoſes? They can do us no very great or laſting 
Acts of Kindnek here, but if we can have Patience to 
reſpite the Intereſt of them a very little time, we may 
pat them out in Works of Piety and Charity, for the 
Glory and Honour of Go p, and for the Welfare and 
Happineſs of Men; and, when our Lorp comes, 
receive them again with Uſury. We may make to 

es Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, that 
when we fail they may receive us into nn Habi- 


tations. 


III Tux Conſideration of the Shortneks and Un- 
certainty of Life, is an effectual Remedy againſt Con- 
cert, and Pride arifing from natural Qualifications, or 

nired Attainments, or the Honours and Digni- 
ties of this World. From tbe/e, or fome of theſe, ſprings 


that Pride of Life St John ſpeaks of. The Beauty of 
the Body withereth as the fading Flower ; the Strength 


of it waſteth continually, and, like a * TP 
is is preſently _w Wenn er r 
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KnowLEDGE and Wiſdom (the moſt valuable 
attainments in this Life) riſe by fow Degrees, and ar- 
dous Labour, to a very little Height ; they continue 


not in one Stay; as ſoon almoſt as they are ripe they 


begin to fail, dwindle for a little Time, and then fink 
into nothing. _ Breath gaeth "rk; fav mig to 
his Earth, in that very Day all his bts periſh. 
Glorious Acquirements ! laſting Poſſeſſions | lift up * 
little Heart vain Man, and boaſt thyſelf in them. 


: Bu r may not Men valne themſcives upon the Ha- 


neurs and Dignities of this World? Are not theſe the 
public Seat ſet to a Man's Merit ? And muſt he be the 
only Perſon without a Senſe of it? A juſ Senſe of Ho- 


nours, built upon rue Merit, a wiſe Man cannot want; 


he knows that by well doing he is to ſeek for Honour and 
Glory; and is to return Thanks to Heaven for them. Such 
Honours are agreeable to his Will, ram whom every 
good and every perfe Gift proceedeth. Nor does the 
Wiſdom. of numbering our Days abridge a juſt Re- 
gard for them; it bids us not be deſirous of uain Glory, 
and teaches us not to think of ourſelves more highly - 
than we ought to think; it weighs and eſtimates the 
true Value, and repreſents the periſhing Condition of 
all worldly Honours, even the higheſt : Al the Glory 
of Man is as the Flower of the Graſs, uncertain as the 
Wind, tranſient as the Morning Cloud, and as the early 
Dew that goeth away : It moderates our Regard and 

| Concern 
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Concern for them proportionably ; it makes us leſs ſo- 
licitous to receive Honour one of another, and more earneſt 
to ſeek the Honour that cometh from GO D only.. 


IV. As ERTO US Reflexion upon the Shortneſs of 
Life, will add Strength to our Endeavours in reſiſting 
the Luſts of the Fleſh, the Temptations of ſenſual Plea- 
ſures, which lead ſo many away captive ; for be: they 
as dear to us as 4 right Eye, or a right Hand, the En- 
joyment of them is but for a Moment; they. are but 
as the crackling of Thorns under a Pot, the Senſes quick- 
ly grow dull and taſteleſs, they muſt die with the Body, 
which is haſtening (and haſtens much the faſter for 
them) to the Duſt: Looking to the Recompence of 
the Reward through the ſmall Diſtance of little Life; 
we more eaſily deſpiſe the Pleaſures of Sin, which are 
but for a Seaſon ; we enter the Path of Sobriety, Vir- 
tue, and Godlineſs, more boldly, purſue it with greater 
Steadineſs, forgetting thoſe things which. are behind, and 
reaching forth unto thoſe things which are before, -we preſs 
towards the Mark for the Prize 'of the' high” Calling 
FGO D in CHRIST JESUS; ſurmounting every 
Difficulty, laying afide every Weigbt, and the Sin which 
doth fo eafily beſet us, running with Patience the ſhort 
Race that is ſet before us, till we attain the incor 


ruptible-Crown, - the exceeding Weight of Glor r. 
10 22711 #6 FM „nn : ; V. AND 


V. AnD-as the Wiſdom of numbering. our Days 
will mightily abate Mens ſtrong Deſires after ſenſual 


2 Gratifications, it will alſo greatly ſoften the Troubles 
s of incident to us in this Life. A Proſpect of ſpeedy Re- 
ting lief alleviates every Sorrow, and Hope increaſes daily, 
lea- as we approach nearer to the quiet Habour: The ex- 
hey pecting Grave. is a ſure Refuge to a good Man from 
En- all Afflictions: Officious Death, | haſtens to heal the Di- 


but | tempered Body, and to give Quiet to the diſturbed 
ck- Mind: Death will conquer Malice and Envy, and. 
dy, Honey, us from the Violence of the moſt powerful Op- 
preflor. There the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, and there 
of dhe weary are at reſt. There the Priſoners reſt together, 
ite; they hear not the Voice of the Oppreſſor ; the ſmall and 
70 12 eat are there, and the Servant is free from his Ma: 


ter. 


_ 


- Fa 
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Force upon us, if to the Proſpect of ſpeedy Relief, 
a che e comfortable A ce dd kor 8 
gives us, that aur Mourning will be tur ned into Jo, and 
our. Foy no Mon frei take from us. This Thought will 
turn the Edge of the ſevereſt Sufferings, by the Streygth, 
of it, and, ugh: HRIST JESUS that helpeth us, 
we may. not only patiently bear, but chearfully rejoice. 
A in the light Aflidtiuns, which are but for a Moment, 
I feeing they work for. us @ far more exceeding and eternal 
1 C „ 
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Concern for them proportionably; it makes us leſs ſo- 
licitous to receive Honour one of another, and more earneſt 
to ſeek the Honour that cometh from G O D only. 


IV. A $ER10Us Reflexion upon the Shortneſs of 
Life, will add Strength to our Endeavours in reſiſting 


the Lufts of the Fleſh, the Temptations of ſenſual Plea- 


ſures, which lead ſo many away captive ; for be they 
as dear to us a5 @ right Eye, or a right Hand, the En- 
joyment of them is but for a Moment; 'they- are but 
as the crackling of Thorns under a Pot, the Senſes quick- 
ly grow dull and taſteleſs, they muſt die with the Body, 
which is haſtening (and haſtens much the faſter for 
them) to the Duſt : Looking to the Recompence of 
the Reward through the ſmall Diſtance of little Life, 


we more eaſily deſpiſe the Pleaſures of Sin, which 'are 


but for a Seaſon ; we enter the Path of Sobriety, Vir- 
tue, and Godlineſs, more boldly, purſue it with greater 
Steadineſs, ' forgetting thoſe things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto thoſe things which are before, we preſs 
towards the Mark for the Prize f the' high” Calling 
of GOD im CHRIST FESUS; ſurmounting every 
Difficulty, '/aying afide every Weight, and the Sin which 
doth ſo eafily beſet us, running with Patience the ſhort 
Race that is ſet before us, till we attain the incor 
ruptible*Crown, the exceeding Weight of Glor r. 
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as we approach nearer to the quiet 
Grave. is a ſure Refuge to a good Man from 
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V. Ax p as the Wiſdom of numbering. our Days 


wil mightily abate Mens 2 Deſires after ſenſual 


Gratifications, it will alſo gr 5 the Troubles 
incident to us in this Life. 911 roſpect of ſpeedy Re- 


lief alleviates every Sorrow, and Ho oye ing _— daily, 
bour, The ex- 


pectin 
all Afflictions: Officious Death haſtens to heal the Di- 
ſtempered Body, and to give Quiet to the diſturbed 


Mind: Death will conquer Malice and En 1 . 


— us from the Violence of the moſt | 
eſſor. There the Withed ceaſe from — — oy 155 
25 weary are at ret. There the Priſoners reſt together, 
they hear not the Voice of the Oppreſſor ; the ſmall and 


bg are there, ons * e 15 free 1 his Ay 
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A N D this Reflezion will = with 20 8 N 
Force upon us, if to the Proſpect of ſpeedy Relief, we. 
add the more comfortable A ce the ws Gnosr. 
gives us, that aur Maurning will be turned into Joy, Nan 
our Foy my Moy ge fie ec ws. This Thought w 
turn the Ed the ſeverẽſt Sufferings, by the Strength 
of it, N CA RIS Jesvs that helpeth us, 
we may not .only patiently bear, but thearfully rejoice. 
in the light Aflict ions, which are but. for a Moment, 
ſeeing 7 work . fe. us 4 _ ore exceeding and eternal 
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VI. LASTL v, the Confideration of the Shortneſs 
and Uncertainty of human Life, will wean our Af- 
ſections from things below, raiſe our Deſires to higher 
Views, employ our Thoughts upon Objects more fable 
ermanent, and fix our Hope and Truſt in Gop: 
in whem alone is no Variableneſs, nor any Shadow of 
turning. Are all things here upon the Wing to leave 
us t and ſhall we not provide ſome IS to lean 
and reſt upon afterwards 7 Have our Hopes and Wiſhes 
as fhort a Period as our Lives? Mu "be down 
with our Bodies in the by 80 Fat ſh in . the 
Puft ? Can nothing reſcue us from fearfu Debractich ? 
and redeem us Fo the Power of imminent Death? 
Yes ſurely, the Love of Go p that is in CHRIS T 
Jzsu's our Lord. Shall we not then ſecure this on- 
y Retreat ? ſhall we not draw near unto Go p, ac- 


foe ourſelves with i n, and be at Peace from this 


gen > Hyrmaf] Shall we not embrace a FHend- 
glene can fave us? and the d Com- 


Pp Mes of 8 which are penſible 
= of his Friendſh ip ? Shall 85 85 cht E r a 
Bay, when bis Bey thi de our laſt And can we 


think of that. without © dur, Veiel our Peace . 


unſealed with Gov? No, let the buſy World mak 


the moſt of it's Intereſts: and Pleaſures, let us gude 
ourfthves.-under the mighty Hund * GOD, that le 
may exhalt us in due time caſting all aur Core upon 
bim, for be careth for us. 
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few to conſider the irreparabl 
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l are 1 of the utefol LA, a | right 
numbering of our Days will teach us. The excellent 
Fruit of which was never more conſpicuous: than im 
the Character of that deſired Perſon, whoſe Remains lie 
now before us. She numbered her Days, Day by Day, 
and ſtill as ſhe numbered them, more and more applied 
her Heart unto Wiſdom, Few they were indeed in 
number to anſwer the Affection of a * Huſband ; 
e Loſs of her — 


Orphans; few to ſatisfy the Deſires +896 __—_ 
her Acquaintance and Friends ; if Deſires and 
to Heaven could have prevailed for her Safety; Tow 
to the World, when ſuch a Treaſure of Views died 
with her. But enough for her inceſſant Care, and un- 
wearied Vigilance % work aut, Th CHRIST that 
helped her, the great Work of ber Salvation : ere 
for her good ame and cter, already 

with a clear Luſtre, and highly fit to be — — 
as a Pattern worthy of our Imitation. e 


Hz & Piety to Gop was pure, and unmixed < 
any Allay of Diflimulation ; exerted in Acts of De- 
votion, conſtant and regular as the riſing and ſetting 
of the Sun, in private, in her ſecret Chambers; where 
n could not enter. There ſhe poured forth har 
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for all his Goodneſs and loving Kindneſs to herſelf, 


offered up to Heaven from à pure Heart, and aut 1 


| 8 - | | 0 15 as *. U "= A, 
H x x public Acts of Devotion in the Church, in 
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Soul to G oD, deprecating his Wrath, imploring his 
Pardoh and Forgiveneſs, petitioning his Favour and 
Mercy, rendering moſt humble and hearty Thanks 


and to all others. This was the daily Incenſe. ſhe 
Lips unfeigned : A Sacrifice to GOD of a feet ſinel: 
ling Savour. 2 CIS i is ado 
which ſhe was baptized and. educated, and 'of which 
ſhe was all her Life a faithful Member, were con- 
Rant and uniform. Her Deportment in the Houſe || - 
of Gop was grave aud exemplary ; ſerious. without | 
Affectation; calm without Coolneſs ; fervent without 
intemperate Heat, or any Sign of Superſtition : Her 
decent Behaviour in the public Worſhip, beſpoke the 
Clearneſs of her - Underſtanding, as well as the Purity 
of her Heart,- and ſhewed that blind Zeal was as far 
removed from the one, as all unworthly Affections were 
from the other, . 3 5 
Sur was, at the ftated Seaſons, à never failing At- 
tendant upon the holy Communion of the Body and 
Blood of our Lo x p, except only when Sickneſs pre- 
vented her. And then her great Concern was not ſo 
much. for want of Health, as being deprived of one 
Opportunity of doing her Duty. The truth is, the 
higheſt, moſt ſolemn Act of our Holy Religion, which 
many 
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many are affrightened from being Partakers of, bx 
their own willful Unworthineſs, or miſtaten Apptey 
henſions, adminiſtered a great deal of Comfort to her 
pious Soul. She hungered and tbirſted after Rigbte- 
ouſneſs, and came to the Lo RDS Table to be filled; 
which the always approached: with that Lowlineſs 
and Reverence, as denoted the awful Senſe ſhe en- 
tertained of that holy Sacrament in her own Thoughts 
and could not but raiſe the Affections, and warm the 
Devotion, of thoſe that were preſent. - 20 


© % 


Non did her Piety accompany her in the  Clyſes 
and in the Church only ; it was the Wedding Garment 
ſhe had always on; there was a peculiar Caſt of it in 
her ĩobole Converſation; her Soul was bent towards 


Religion; ſhe catched at every Opportunity of impro- 


ving it in herſelf, and others. She was never ſo de- 
lighted as when religious Subjects were the Topicks 
of Diſcourſe : In theſe ſhe bore a diſtinguiſhed Part, 
even among thoſe who were beſt inſtructed, being 
herſelf as well grounded in the Principles of Chriſtia- 
nity, as ſhe was practiſed in the Duties of it. With 
what eaſy Complaiſance, and winning. Addreſs, would 
ſhe agreeably divert the Company from vain and tri- 
fling Converſation? With what engaging Inſinuation 
would the direct the Diſcourſe to more ſerious. Sub: 
jets ? With what truly natural, and yet powerful Elo: 
quence, would ſhe' recommend the Love and Fear 
of Gap, and a. ſtrict Regard to all his Lays. Relis 


gion, 
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gion, the uſed to fay, (and well might ſbe ſay that, 


of which ſhe had herſelf ſo ſenſible an Experience) 


Religion is the only means to acquire that bleſſed Tem- 
per, and to ſecure that important Practice. She felt 


the ſweet Comfort of this ſo much in her own Breaſt, 


good Nature, as well as Piety, moved her. to impart 


it to others; and therefore ſhe miſſed no Opportunity 
of inſtilling -that Goodneſs into them, from which ſhe 
experienced ſo much true Satisfaction within herſelf. 
Nor could her pious Endeavous fail of a proportionable 
Degree of Succeſs; if the ſofteſt gentleſt Behaviour 
that could flow from a mild and tender Diſpoſition, 
guarded by ſtrict Rules of Prudence and: Diſcretion, 
fupported by great Force of Judgment and Under- 
ſtanding, adorned with eaſy Gracefulneſs, could work 


any Influence. 


8 1 » ſcorned the mean and impious Faſhion of 


iniſters. On the contrary, ſhe had the mo 
found Senſe of the ſuperlative Excelleacy of the 
neſtimable Sacrifice of CunisT, and the inexpreſ- 
fible Advantages. derived to loſt Mankind, from the 
wonderful loving Kindneſs of our Saviour and RE- 
DEEMER ; and out of love to CR RISr, and for their 
Works fake, ſhe reverenced his Miniſters. Such Diſ- 
courſe was no Entert ment to her Ears, nor met 
with the leaſt Counteaance from her. She heard the 
Seger with Indignation, and upon proper — 
5 an 
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(and Gop 3 ſuch Occaſions now are too often 
adminiſtered) ſhe rebuked him with becoming Au- 
thority. And yet ſhe did it with that Gentleneſs and 
good Nature, ſhe did not offend thoſe ſhe reproved 
though they would not be convineed- by her Argu- 
ments, they went away pleaſed with an Opinion of 
her Excellencies, and cele rated the Virtues they did .. | 
not care to imitate, Thus did ſhe fullfil the firſt and 
great Commanument ; fhe loved the LORD ber GOD | 
with all ber Heart, with all her Soul, aud with all 

ber Strength. And this fincere Piety (what could. it 
les ? ) — 2. that, urch is ert — #; fly loves 
ber Neighbour 'as herjetf. 


THz Benevolence. of her Piſpoltion was extentive; 
univerſal ; in the Exerciſe. of all the various 
Branches of t at moſt excellent Giſt of Charity, which 
are the Cbaracteriſtics of a good Chriſtian. 
Her Wiches and Prayers were employed for all 
Sorts and Conditions of Men. Her external good 
Offices went as far as her Abilities, which were ex- 
cellent, could carry her; as far as her Circumſtances, 
which were very eaſy, would. allow}; as far as de- 
ſerving Objects which the ever ſought, and which 
are never wanting to- thoſe that feck ws: ad ed 
miniſter fit Nee ks 


5 


as - „ 
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in n ſupporting the helple 


Sir E fro by infliuted the et is out t of her 
rich T Wade of uſeful Knowledge; gave Counſel to 
thoſe that were perplexed with Difficulties; ſuch Coun- 
ſel, as the trueſt Prudence could ſuggeſt, and the ben 
N might follow. | 


8A x had Peace in her own Breaſt, and from cc 


would furniſh Relief and Comfort to diſturbed Minds. 


She had powerful Arguments at Hand, pro to ſolve 
their Doubts, quell heir Fears, raiſe their} , and 
inflame their Love to Piety and Goodneſs. \ The 
drowſy Sinner might well be awakened by the lively 
Repreſentations ſhe would make of his amazing Danger ; 
the- hardened Heart might well melt into Repentance 
by her ſoft Reproofs, and gentle Exhortations. She 
employed her Endeavours this way as often as Occa- 

ſions offeted, and we may reaſonably preſume with 


good Succeſs, the Grace of Gos aſliſting to heal the 


wounded Conſcience, * to renew 4 . Sprrit 


h 8 HE Was full of adder Pity: ad 4 Conpatiion, to 
thoſe that were diſtreſſed in Body or Eſtate, as well 


as to the afflicted in Mind; and contributed all her 


Power to relieve them in their ſeveral Neceſſities, 
and to give them a watt Deliverance out of them ; 
$ Orphan ; drying up the Tm 
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of the mournful Widow ; viſiting the Sick; and in 
ſupplying the Wants of the Indigent. 


CHARITY to the Poor was (next to Piety) her 


favourite Virtue : In this ſhe ſhewed a moſt particu- 


lar Concern ; if ſhe could be ſaid to ſhew a+ more 
peculiar Concern to one Virtue, who was ſo attentive 
to all Goodneſs. But ſhe was well acquainted with 
the diſtinguiſhing Marks of Value the Word of Gop 
ſets upon Charity to the Poor; by which ſacred Rule 
ſhe proportioned her Care, and directed her Conduct. 
On all public Occaſions ſhe knew our SAviouR's 
Will, and never failed to practiſe it; ſhe let her Light 


Jo ſhine before Men, that they might ſee her good 


Works, and' glorify our Father which is in Heaven. 
But ſhe was ſen ſible, that there is another, ſurer Teſt of 
Sincerity, to which the World is not Witneſs, nor 
can confer any Motives; which therefore can have 
no Ingredient of Vanity or Hypocriſy in it; private 
Alms, ſecret Acts of Kindneſs unſought to thoſe that 
are in Diſtreſs, She remembered the Words of our 
LoRD: when thou dboeſt Alms, let not thy left Hand 
know what thy right Hand doth, that thine Alms may 
be in Secret, 4 thy Father which ſeeth in Secret, 
ſhall reward thee openly. She did her Alms in Secret, 
and is gone to receive the Reward of her Father. 


D SHE 
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IT always gave not ako gly, or of Neceſſity, 
but as ſhe was diſpoſed in her Heart, with a peculiar 
Air of Chearfulneis: She did it with that Readineſs, 
that ſhe prevented Importunity, and relieved the Mo- 
deſty, as well as the Neceſſity of the humble In- 
digent. She ſeemed obhged to thoſe that interceeded 
with her for Charity to 2 and would thank 


them for beſtowing upon her an Opportunity of do- 
ng yin to a pitiable a0, py 


Nox was her Charity more fervent than it was 
eneral, She did not confine it within the narrow 
1 of any Party. There was no reſpect of 
Perſons with her. Relief of Miſery was the Object 


of her Care; Affliction alone, wherever it was found, 
Was enough to recommend it to her Goodneſs. In 


a Word, Acts of Liberality and Kindneſs were her 
Meat and Drink; they were her daily Concern, her 
higheſt Delight. She had large Experience of chat 


important Saying of our LORD; i is more bleſſed 
10 give than to receive, \ _ | 


Turn was a e Humility, and Loo. 


neſs of Mind attending this exemplary Picty, and 
diffuſive Charity; that, while ſhe was poſſe/} of thoſe 
Chriſtian Virtues, which many others are ſtruggling 


for, 
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for, and endeavouring after, ſhe was far from aſſum- 
ing, ſhe would not confeſs any Merit in herfelf;. 
which was afcribed to her in a high Degree by all 
others. At the fame time ſhe exerciſed. an imimi- 
table Candour in judging and freaking of other Peo- 
ple; ſhe would put the kindeſt Conſtruction, and 
beſt Colour upon all their Actions, excnfing their 
Errors, extenuating their Faults, ſetting their good 
Deeds in the faireſt Light; earneſt to give, what 
ſhe herſelf was moſt unwilling to accept, a full Mea- 
ſure of Praiſe and Commendation to Merit, wherever 
it appeared. | 


THERE was in her befides, the Ornament of 
a meek and quiet Spirit, which is in the Sight 0 
GOD of great Price; fach a continued Calmne 
of Mind, as ſhewed her a Stranger to all the bot- 
ſterous Paſſions ; or to have a great Command over 

4 I would not fo much as mention Hatred, _ | 
ice, Envy, Strife, or evil Speaking; nor /uppoſe, | 
what his” been faid, that — ſuch . affen 
could find entertainment in hex Breaft, or any idle 
Words could proceed from her Mouth. Even leſſer 
Failings, ſudden Guſts of Anger, raiſed by careleſs 
Miſmanagement of Dependants, or excited by diſo- 
bliging Treatment of thoſe we converſe with ; Fret- 
fulneſs and Peeviſhneſs, irritated by croſs Accidents 


unexpected, and little Diſappointmeuts unforeſeen, Weak- 
D 2 neſſes 
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neſſes and Imperfections incident to very ſerious 
Chriſt ans, ſeldom diſcompoſed her Temper, or ſur- 
prized that watchful Guard ſhe ſet upon the Door 
of her Lips. And from this inward Compoſure there 
flowed upon ſuch Oecaſions ſuch a meek and gentle 
outward Behaviour, as would i for a time thoſe 
uneaſy Storms in other Breaſts, which ſhe felt not 
in her own. Thus did ſhe walk worthy of the Vo- 
cation Wwherewith 4. was called, with all Lowlineſs 
and Meekneſs, and with long ſuffering, forbearing others 
in Love. Hd 


8 HE had the perfect Habit of Forbearance, and 
Forgiveneſs of Injuries, which ſhe exerted chearfully, 
whenever Duty required. Her Redeemer's Dictates 
were all of them wrought by Meditation and Pra- 
ctice, into the Frame of her Soul; the moſt re- 
mote ſhe did not neglect, much leſs did ſhe forget 
that, which was one Subject of her daily Prayers: 
Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us. She could not indeed have very 
frequent Occaſions for the Exerciſe of this Virtue ; 
for what hardneſs of Heart could injure ſo much 
inoffenſive Goodneſs? Who could be an Enemy to 
her, that was a Friend to all ? 
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SHE had a very eaſy, obliging Carriage towards 
all thoſe of her Neighbourhood and Acquaintance, 
which was pretty extenſive ; few gonverſing with 
her, that did not defire her Acquaintance ; in which 
ſhe was very free and open; having a ſufficient Stock 
of good Nature, agreeable Converſation (in which 
| ſhe excelled) and kind Offices; which ſhe beſtowed, 
and was ready to beſtow upon all. 


SH E had a few intimate, more peculiarly 22 
Friends, in the Choice of whom ſhe ſhewed the De- 
licacy of her Taſte, and the Acuteneſs of her Judg- 
ment, as well as the Goodneſs of her Diſpoſition. 
Piety to Gop, and Charity to Men (her own di- 
ſtinguiſhing Characters), were the firſt and indiſpen- 
ſible Conditions; the ſubordinate Qualifications were 
Sweetneſs of Temper, Agreeableneſs of Behaviour, 
Clearneſs of Underſtanding, Chearfulnefs in Converſa- 
tion, and the Seal of intimate Friendſhip, Fidelity, 
Theſe were the Qualities and Terms ſhe ſought af- 
ter, and deſired in her Friend; which ſhe poſſe, and 
inviolably obſerved herſelf. With theſe ſhe would uſe 
a greater Degree of Freedom, and would open to 
them the State of her Soul, imparting her religious 
Doubts, and Hopes and Fears; by ſach pious Com- 
munication conferring and receiving y—_ Advan- 
tages, grouing thereby in Grace, and in the Know- 


ledge 
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ledge of .our Lord and Saviour ESUS CH RI ST ; 
improving, and being improved, to greater Perfection 
in Virtue and Goodneſs, | | 


ONE Friendſhip yet there was of a higher Kind, 
and of a Nature ton important to be forgotten upon 
this Occaſien : Sacred Wedloch, © 


os 
— 


HE R Love to her Huſband was fincere, and unmix- 
ed, as the pure Rays that flow from the Sun; en- 
gaging as Gracefulneſs could make it; exceeding great, 
exceeded only by her Love to GO p; even and con- 
flant as Time; and laſting as her Life. 


HE R Care and tender Concern, accompanied every 
Circumſtance of his Life. She was the regular Diſ- 
poſer of his domeſtic Affairs with decent Order, pru- 
dent Generoſity, and irugal Elegance ; ſhe was the 
agreeable Companion of his Hours of Leiſure ; his 
ſecure Refuge under any Uneaſineſs ; his faithful 
Counſellor under all Difficulties; ſhe was the com- 
paſſionate Partner of all his Sorrows, the watchful 
Attendant and Comfort of his Sickneſs, the chief De- 
light and Joy of his Health. | 


HER 
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HE R willing Obedience proceeded from perfect 
Love, and not from Fear. What could ſhe fear, 
who could not offend, from an excellent natured 


Man, a moſt affectionate Huſband, who anſwered all 
her Care, and equalled all her Love? 


the fame graceful Exactneſs; ſhe ſhewed undiſputed 
Obedience, Love, and Reverence to her Parents, 
while they lived; tender Care, and diſcreet Fondneſs, 
to her beloved Infants x and — r Regard 
to her other Relations in their different Degrees. 


SHE governed her Servants with great Diſcretion 
and Prudence, inſtructing them in their Duty to 
G 0 p, their Neighbour, and themſelves ; rewarding 
their faithful Services with ſuitable Encouragements, 
reproving their Faults with fo much Gentleneſs and 
good Nature, as made them not ſo much afraid as 


aſhamed to repeat them; giving unto them that which 
is Juſt and Equal, forbearing threatening with Pa- 


tience, knowing that our Maſter alſo is in Heaven, 
neither is there any reſpeF of Perſons with Him. 


HER Patience undef the afflifting Hand of G ov, 


whenever it was laid upon her, was very exemplary. 


'Tis true ſhe had as large a Portion of the Bleſſings 


SHE diſcharged every other relative Duty with 
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of Life, as an eaſy Fortune, a contented Mind, an o- 
bliging Huſband, the general Love and Eſteem of 
all that knew her could give: But Afflictions and 


Sickneſs are common to al on this fide the Grave; 1 
and when they came, ſhe owned the Hand that hy 
ſent them wi rfe&t Reſignation ; well knowing WW h 
that whom the LORD loveth be chaſteneth He n 
cbaſteneth us for our Profit, that we may be Partakers I ;. 


of bis Holineſs, Her patient Submiſſion under any * 
Affliction, was accompanied with that Sweetneys ＋ b 
Diſpoſition, which ſhined in every Action of her Life. 

On the Bed of Sickneſs ſhe ſeemed more grieved for 
the Care and Sorrow of thoſe about her, than con- 
cerned at her own Indiſpoſition; and though ſhe 
doubly ſuffered in a tender Regard for them, as 
well as from her own Indiſpoſition, there was ſuch 


Fr Es, >=  * 


a ſerene Quietneſs and Compoſure in her Behaviour, 
that ſhe ſeemed the leaſt affected Perſon in the me- 
lancholy Place. 


HE R laſt Sickneſs was very violent in ſome of 
it's Stages, and required more than ordinary Proofs of 
Patience; which ſhe exerciſed upon this Occaſion, 


as became a very ſerious, and good Chriſtian, The 
Proſpect ſhe had of Death was certain, but not ter- 


rible : She met it with a Courage ſuitable to the in- 
ward Conſciouſneſs of a well ſpent Life, enlivened 
with a reaſonable Ground of Aſſurance, that, — 


tne 


the Merits of CHRIST, ſhe was now entering into 


a better. The nearer Death approached, the more. 


ſhe bent her Thoughts upon, and placed her whole 
Truſt and Confidence in, Gop; the Hope of her paſt 
Life, and her very preſent H. 10 in the time of this 
her laſt Trouble. And now in her laſt Moments, as 
her /aſt Deſire, and as the only remaining Teſtimo- 
ny of Love to her much afflicted Conſort, ſhe con- 
jured him, in this his great Diſtreſs, to remember 
Gop, and never to forget him, when ſhe ſhould 


be no more. N 7 


Tus did Piety cloſe and crown that valuable 
Life, which it had all along ſo eminently adorned. 
She received the fatal Stroke with patient Calmneſs. 
Her Redeemer conducted her Soul through the Val- 
ley of the Shadow of Death, and received it into 


the Arms of his Mercy. 


Tris is'a faint Repreſentation of the admira- 
ble Qualities of this excellent Perſon, not propor- 
tioned to her Deſerts, but to the willing Attempts 
of one, that was long acquainted with her many 
Virtues ; and therefore deſirous to pay this 44% Tri- 
bute to her Memory; to do all the Juſtice and Ho- 
nour he could, 2 f wfeful, fo amiable, ſo ſhining 
a Character: And more eſpecially ſolicitous to re- 


commend. (as it is his immediate Duty ). thoſe emi- 
| nend 
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nent Virtues and Graces to your Imitation; let us 
go therefore and do likewiſe ; let us ' imitate her 
Goodneſs ; that when we die, we may leave an un- 


envied good Name behind us, as ſhe has done, and 


may be Partakers, with her, of an everlaſting Re- 
ward in Heaven. 23 | 
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